My Three Years in America

not wish to accept Mr. Wilson's offer of mediation, in order to
declare the unrostricto.il U-boat war instead.
(3) That the Naval Authorities had declared themselves in
a position to bring about a desire for peace in I^ngland In five
months from the xst of February,
My notes about the interview I had with General Ludendorff
ran as follows:
General LutkndoriT received me with the following words:
f* in America you wanted to make peace. You evidently
thought we were at the end of our tether/1         ^
I replied :
ff No, I dkl not think that; hut 31 wanted to make peace
before we came to the cad of our tether.1'
Whereupon the General said :
** We, however, did not want to, Kesides, it would not
have been surprising if you had thought that we had come to
the end of our resources. The communications you received,
which I read from time to time* certainly led to that conclusion/'
Later on in the conversation, General Ludtmdorff asked me
when, in my opiniont the Americans would participate in the
war with great force, I replied that in twelve months a large
American army was to be expected in Franca* and that this
army would be organised with comparative ease. To this the
General rejoined that in that case we had ample time to end the
war meanwhile ; for the U-boats would force England to a peace
in three months- He had received absolutely certain information
on this point. When I was on the point of leaving. General
Ludendorfi repeated this remark very positively.
Though the sense was the same, the actual wording of my
evidence before the Examination Committee differs somewhat
from that of the^notes given above* This is explained, however,
by the fact that*! spoke quite freely, and therefore prefaced my
remarks with the words; " So far as I can remember* and so
far at I am able to say, under oath, the conversation waa more
or less as follows/' etc.
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